
 5. a) The Edict of Kassel of 18th April 1685 (French) 
 
Before the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes and before the Edict of Potsdam of October 1685 Landgrave 
Carl of Hesse-Kassel (1654-1730), himself of the Reformed faith, published his “Freiheitskonzession und 
Begnadigung” privileges to attract Huguenot refugees to settle in his territory. They were in German were 
directed mainly at manufacturers, merchants and tradesmen. They attracted only a small number of 
Huguenots to come and settle in distant Hesse. Like the Edict of Potsdam it guaranteed in 15 articles 
important rights and privileges and put the new immigrants under the landgrave’s special protection. 
These privileges were extended in a further edict, not shown here, which was published on August 1st 1685. 
 
The “Concessions et Priviléges” of 12. December 1685 were in French. They were presented in terms 
designed to appeal to persons of other trades, not only to manufacturers and merchants. The promised 
religious concessions now took effect. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



  

 


