
3. The Edict of Versailles of 29th November 1787  (French) 
 
 
Louis XVI (1754 - 1793) promulgated this edict of toleration for Huguenots and Jews in France on 29th 
November 1787. All 37 articles were confirmed and registered by the Parlement on 29th January 1788. For 
the first time in French history civil rights were granted to the Huguenots. They were now allowed to own 
property and practice a profession. They were still denied posts in the civil service. 
 
Catholicism continued to be the state religion. Protestant ministers were not allowed to display marriage 
banns or register births, marriages and deaths. An appendix listed the fees payable to Catholic priests or 
civil servants for these services. The Protestants in France did not receive full civil rights till 1804 when the 
Code Napoleon came into force. 
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